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School Events Around the Community Worldwide 

 

Get a Dictionary 

By Sierra Sketers 
 

Everyone knows what 

bullying means. Students 

should know that these actions 

result in extreme consequences, 

such as a police investigation, 

suspension, and possible 

expulsion. Students frequently 

misuse the word; so what 

happens when a student cries 

‘bully,’ but no one believes 

them? Recently, a poll was 

taken about whether or not 

students believe that the word 

‘bully’ is misused and said too 

much. Personally, I surveyed a 

mix of 81 people, both students and teachers. I assumed the majority of the people would have said 

‘no,’ judging by how many students use it. However, to my surprise, 76% said ‘yes,’ and only 24% said 

‘no.’ Based on the statistics of the pie chart, a majority of the surveyed individuals believe that the word 

is misused. This shows that we need to change our choice of words. 
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The Use of Hip-Hop in Politics and 

Around The World 
By Juhi Jha 

 

 We all have either listened to hip-hop, willingly or forced by your friends. However, other 
countries around the world may be slightly threatened by the power and influence of rap. You may 
think that it is just a catchy song that gets stuck in your head for days, but it is a lot more than that. 
Rap has for year been used to our country to spread a various messages. For instance, Snoop Dogg 
has a song where he includes Donald Trump in the video in an effort to spread his message. Eminem 
has a song called “We As Americans,” in which he talks about the police and many other issues. 
People in other countries are not able to voice these concerns or talk about the government, 
government officials, and the Police.  

Countries like Turkmenistan are using rap to spread the message of how beautiful their country 
is (the rap is sung by their president Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow and it is hilarious.)  In Russia, 
President Vladimir Putin is aware of the power of rap and wants to steer it in a direction to his 
advantage, instead of banning it. In Spain, twelve rappers were imprisoned for saying something 
offensive to the crown or the government. These rappers said they were extremely upset because the 
government is essentially suppressing their freedom of speech. Some of them talk about how other 
rappers in America can say “offensive” things about the president or other government officials in a 
song or music video and get little to no- backlash for it. While the rappers in Spain have to serve 
prison sentences for much less. In China, rap is used to spread a pro-government agenda and to 
show others that their country is great.  

Finally, and most surprising, people in Thailand have made a rap song talking about all of the 
horrible things the people ruling them have done. This song is called Rap Against Dictatorship, and 
it shook the Internet and the Thai government. This was a big deal because the Thai government 
had imprisoned people for doing the three-finger Hunger Game salute, reading the book 1984 in 
public, and having picnics. Yes, picnics. They did this because it represented pro-democracy. Their 
government has done so many horrible things to their people, especially trying to censor them. 
However, this song was something they couldn’t shut down. The makers of this very powerful piece 
gained a lot of their inspiration from This is America by Childish Gambino. This is America is also 
about our government and things that happen day to day here. In conclusion, our world is 
surrounded by hip-hop more than you would think and it is used in many different ways.  
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Littering, Pollution, 

Problems 
By Shelby LaVigna 

 

Trash is taking over our world. People do not realize how much damage a piece of trash can 
cause. If someone lets a plastic bag drift into the ocean, a sea turtle could eat it. Sea turtles often 
think that plastic bags are jellyfish. Once the sea turtle eats the plastic bag, it dies. Tens of 
thousands of whales, birds, seals, and turtles die from plastic bags. Over 1 million sea animals 
are killed by these bags each year. In 1975, the National Academy of Scientists estimated that 
ocean based sources, such as cargo boats or cruise liners dumped 14 billion pounds of garbage 
into the ocean (plastics in our ocean). The ocean is not a trash can.  

One way to solve this is by forcing stores to stop giving out plastic bags. If they do give out 
plastic bags, charge people. Most stores already sell reusable bags, but provide incentives to 
customers who continue to use these. When customers come back to the store using the same 
bags, they are doing their part in solving the problem. We need to be more careful about what 
goes into our oceans.   

Americans produce, on average about 4.40 pounds of trash every day. In 2013, Americans 
generated about 254 million tons of trash. We did recycle and compost about 87 million tons of 
material that year (“Municipal Solid Waste,” 2016). However, we should be recycling more than 
throwing all our items out. People are also getting lazy. If they do not see a trash can, they just 
throw their trash anywhere they want. Alternatively, if it blows away, they do not go chase it. A 
way to make this problem decrease is to put more trash and recycling cans on the side of the 
road. So then, if people have a wrapper or something to throw out, they may not litter, they can 
recycle it or throw it away. Those are just some simple ways we can help make the world a better 
place.  
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WHAT’S COOKIN’? 
By Ella Culmone 

Do you ever find yourself wondering 
what is going in other clubs, or what those 
clubs are about? Well, you are in luck, 
because I am speaking to members of 
clubs to see what goes on in the clubs. This 
month, we consulted some members of the 
Young Chefs Club to see what they are 
cooking up. 

The Young Chefs Club has been busy 
with their abundance of students. 
According to some students and teachers 
associated with the club, there are about 
fifty people in the club, which is more than 
any other club in the school! The club was 
split into groups of around 10-15 people, 
and they rotate facilitators each meeting.  

As a member of Young Chefs Club, I 
can attest that we have made smoothies, 
Irish potatoes, chicken quesadillas, stuffed 
shells, chocolate truffles, chicken salad, 
and pancakes. The facilitators have taught 
all the members a lot so far, and we are 
excited to learn more cooking techniques 

and recipes! Tune in next month to hear 
how the Millionaires’ Club is spending 
their time! 
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Fun 

Facts  
By Anna McCabe  
 

1. McDonalds once made a 

broccoli flavored gum 

2. Scotland has 421 words 

for “snow” 

3. Armadillo shells are 

bulletproof 

4. No number before 1,000 

contains the letter A 

5. Movie trailers originally 

played after the movie 

6. Abraham Lincoln was a 

licensed bartender 

7. Baseball umpires used to 

sit in rocking chairs 

8. Martin Luther King Jr. got 

a C in public speaking 

9. Albert Einstein’s 

eyeballs are presently 

located? in New York 

City 

10. Sea otters have 

flaps of skin under their 

legs that they use as 

pockets 

 
 

           Brandon Douglas as Shaggy                  Shannon Votta as Pink Girl  

Meme Day 
By Macy Fox 

Wednesday, March 6th, was 

Meme Day! It was filled with 

laughs and joy. Meme Day was 

part of the seventh and eighth 

grade color war, and although 

eighth grade won this battle, 

there is still more to come. 

Meme Day was very fun, and 

we had tons of laughs; dressing 

as memes made it such a fun-

filled day. Meme Day allowed 

us to express our favorite 

memes. There were many 

participants, and we may only 

have seventh grade photos to 

show, but you get an idea of 

what the teachers had to deal 

with!  

   

Joshua Witmer as weird vine kid.  

        Rebecca Ardente wearing Clout Goggles and some friends dressed as avocados and guacamole 
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Hating Winter Time is a Crime 
By Anna McCabe 

 

 

 

         It is cold, wet, soggy, an inconvenience, yet it is the one season I look forward to…  IT IS WINTER! You 

get to stay in your house all day if it is cold out, if it snows, school is cancelled and you receive a whole day 

of fun! In summer, you are burnt to a crisp and have to constantly reapply sunscreen.  I hate that. In winter, 

you can sled; make homemade snow cones and my personal favorite, snowball fights! Also let's talk about 

when you trying to sleep and you're so sweaty and hot but all you can do is lay there because there is no 

way to get any cooler! Well, in winter you can just snuggle up in a fluffy blanket and you are all good not 

stick to the sheets in a gross pool of sweat. I know that some people will relate to this and some will not; I 

play sports year round for 5 different teams and sometimes-cruddy weather and snow cancels it but I 

welcome the break occasionally. I love winter even more because it has my favorite holiday, Christmas!! 

You get free stuff, you get to hang out with family, and best of all, CHRISTMAS  COOKIES! If anyone would 

rather a buggy, hot, dehydrating mess over Christmas cookies, you are crazy! Well that's all I have to say 

but let us know how you feel about winter by placing a piece of paper in the box outside of Mrs.McSorley's 

room. You may even be featured in our newspaper 
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Unwrapping Dali 
By Andrea Mimay-Cañas 

Salvador Dali was quite skillful at art, but have you ever heard of him before? If his name sounds unfamiliar 

to you now, it will not in a few minutes. The picture above is The Persistence of Memory. It is one of Dali’s most 

popular paintings, the one with the melting clocks. The painting, made with slick oil paint, definitely gives off 

a strange vibe, and really shows how unusual of a person he was. He was the master of surrealism, which is a 

style in art and literature in which ideas, images, and objects are combined in a strange way, like in a dream. 

Dali was very inspired by a famous doctor who studies the brain, Sigmund Freud. Sigmund was the founder of 

psychological and therapeutic theories and techniques, or psychoanalysis. In addition, Dali was influenced 

heavily by his Mediterranean heritage.  

 

 Dali’s paintings were imaginative and dreamlike, and he was always lost in his thoughts  

 The deformed clocks were called ‘soft watch’ by Dali and he also described the painting as "hand 

painted dream photographs" 

 The concept of the painting was that time was no longer real and had no conscious meaning  

 There is a dark and almost dreadful feeling in the painting that was also an feeling of paranoia in 

the human mind  

 He utilized absolute realism and really captured the proper characteristics of each object in his 

paintings  

 The large figure draped across the center of the piece is Salvador’s self portrait 

 He reflects his interests in Freud as the ants that are crawling over the undistorted watch in his 

painting  

 The 3 clocks that are distorted may represent past, present, future, but the regular one represents 

objective - time 

 

 

  

Salvador Dali  

             (above) 
 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Persistence of Memory, 1931 

 

 

Sigmund Freud 
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Marsh Madness 

Tournament Tipoff 
By Jillian Lynch 

 

The Absecon Lady Panthers ended their season in the 

annual Marsh Madness Tournament. It was a close game 

between our Lady Panthers and the Hammonton Blue Devils. 

In the end, the girls played a very intense and unforgettable 

game for the eighth graders. The Absecon Lady Panthers lost 

the game by a triumphant 15 points.   

 

Victory for the 

Home Team 
By Jillian Lynch 

The Absecon boys on the other hand had a very close game 
against Linwood on March 9, 2019. The game was a 

Pictured is 8th grader, Olivia Bencze, leaving the 

game for her final time. Photo by: Jillian Lynch            real nail-biter towards the end. The final score of the game   
was Absecon 37, Linwood 35.  

 The boys then excelled further into the tournament. 
However, they lost a close game on Friday, March 15 to 
Pleasantville. This game against Pleasantville was the boys’ final 
game of the season. 
 

    Smash Bros Review! 
By: Anna McCabe and Jaedyn Phillips 

 
Today we will be reviewing Smash Bros Ultimate! This game is one 

of the best in the franchise. This game takes every character from all the other games that came prior, while adding 
new characters. The game is mainly about trying to launch people off a platform. The more you hit them, the easier it 
is to make them fly off the map! The fighting part of the game makes you skillfully button mash to get the best 
combos to do the most damage. You will notice that in the beginning of the game, you only have about eight 
characters. From the original game on the N64, and you unlock more by playing the game longer. Each game does 
have a bit of a storyline to keep people interested. You can also play different game modes like classic mode, special 
smash, and world of light that keep you intrigued and deep into the gameplay. This game is played by people, 
(including ourselves) and many other people in the world. You can also play online, if you have Nintendo Switch 
Online, which you need to pay $3.99 per month to own. This game is a great fighting game and if you have a 
Nintendo Switch, we would definitely recommend you get this. Anna and Jaedyn give this a:  
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An Interview with Mr. Fillicello, the new teacher at Attales. 

Mr. Fillicello is also the advisor of the Steam Club and the 

Millionaire’s Club, both on Tuesdays and Thursdays after 

school. 

 

 

 

Teacher Feature 

  What was your first career choice?  

Politics and government. 
Are you proud of your sons? Why? 

I am proud of both my sons, Nicholas and Mateo. 

Nicholas, who is seven years old and a first grader, 

is an excellent student and a mini-historian. He 

knows more history than I do! I am proud of 

Mateo, who is two, because he lights up every room 

that he is in with his beautiful smile and loving 

spirit. We will be celebrating World Down 

Syndrome Day on Thursday, March 21st, 2019. In 

honor of [Mateo], I am wearing crazy colored socks. 

Last year, he was also featured on a billboard in 

Times Square in New York City for Down 

Syndrome Awareness Month. I am looking forward 

to my third son coming into the world on June 8. 

His name will be Miguel Angel Fillicello. I am very 

proud to be a father of three amazing boys! 
What do you like to do in your free time? 

I like to read history books. 
What was the proudest/happiest moment of your life? 

When Don Guardian won the race for mayor of 

Atlantic City, and I was his campaign manager. 
What was your inspiration for becoming a teacher? 

I have always wanted to teach and coach; even 

when I was young I would coach the kids in 

baseball. 
Which subject do you enjoy more, STEAM or history? 

Before I would have said history, but now that I am 

doing STEAM they’re equal. 
What do you prefer, books or movies? 

Books. I buy a lot more books than I have time to 

read. 
What do you teach in the Millionaire Club? 

How to hopefully become a millionaire by the time 

you retire by long term planning, avoiding debt, 

and wise investments. 
What was working in the Pentagon/White House like? 

I interned at the Pentagon while I was still in college 

for Headquarters Marine Corps, Public Affairs. 

During the summers of 2002 and 2003, it was a 

unique time to be at the Pentagon because it was 

less than one year after the 9/11 attacks, and right 

before and during the war in Iraq. I was able to see 

America’s top military leadership up close and 

learned a lot about working for the United States 

government. A few years later, I worked at the 

White House from 2006-2007. It was an amazing 

blessing. There is nothing quite like walking into 

the gates of work right after the presidential 

motorcade. It was a special time to be in 

Washington D.C. 
What’s your favorite animal? 

Dog/Malamute because it’s part of the wolf family. 
How many trips have you taken out of New Jersey? 

Lots. I’ve been to Jamaica, Canada, Mexico, 

Kentucky, Texas, Virginia, Washington D.C, 

Massachusetts, and many other places. 
Have you lived in New Jersey for your entire life? 

Yup, but as you can tell I did a lot of traveling. 
What’s your favorite school subject aside from STEAM/History? 

Gym. 
What’s your favorite food? 

Cheeseburger. 
What’s your favorite hobby? 

Going to Gettysburg. 
What’s your worst fear? 

Who’s your favorite historical figure? 

Abraham Lincoln. 
If you had a million dollars, what would you do? 

Pay off debt and invest. 
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Top Ten Minecraft Parodies 
By: Jaedyn and Kuba 

Odds: Jaedyn 

Evens: Kuba 

10. Hunger Games by BajanCanadian 

Hunger Games is a reference to the popular “Minecraft Hunger Games”. It shows the journey of popular Minecraft Youtuber, 

TheBajanCanadian. It shows his journey to #1. He shows no mercy, killing everyone he comes across. For one of the lines even 

being “I’m not teaming, I’m not teaming”. This shows that he is a fair and great player and will do anything to win. 
 

9. I can Swing my Sword by Tobuscus 

This is a very brutal song. It is about a man who gets a diamond sword in Minecraft and then slays things and breaks his floor. His 

friend later steals his sword and he brings him to court. According to common belief, Tobuscus (the person singing), loses the trial 

and gets his diamond sword taken away from him for killing some many innocent creepers and zombies. This is very brutal and 

sad for Tobuscus! 
 

8. TNT by CaptainSparklez  

This song is one of CaptainSparklez’s first works. It uses classical noteblocks. It is about a Steve who dreams of being successful, 

but ends up becoming a maniac and blows everything up with the song name, TNT. This is deep as it shows what can happen if 

someone fails. Fun Fact: It was so popular; Taio Cruz made a parody of it called “Dynamite”. 
 

7. Don’t Mine at Night by BeBopVox 

This tells the story of a man who wants to get diamonds, but can only mine at night because he is doing other things in the day. He 

almost dies various times, and later dies but then turns into a ghost and teaches all of us to not mine at night. This song is very 

educational and great for your kids. 
 

6. I Found a Diamond by BeBopVox 

This tear-jerking song tells the tale of a Minecraft player who found a diamond. He is so happy that after his hard work, he finally 

finds a diamond. This has inspired many in finding diamonds. It is incredibly inspiring and a great song.  
 

5. Eye of the Spider by Itsoo1  

This is a horrific story of a young boy trying to survive Minecraft. He complains of all the spiders and zombies trying to kill him. He 

also very much hates rotten flesh. He tells us the story of his adventure. He is an excellent fighter and he slays all of the spiders 

and gets the holy, Eye of the spider. 
 

4. Fallen Kingdom by CaptainSparklez 

This is the quadrilogily of a king and his kingdom fighting against the evils of the world.  However, this spot is reserved for the 

OG, Fallen Kingdom. If you thought number 6 was sad, wait until you hear this one. It is incredibly sad, with countless of families 

and citizens dying or forced into hiding. The king’s wife died due to a creeper, but his kid luckily lived. He is forced to jump off a 
tower in the end, but (SPOILER ALERT) he lands in water and lives. This is so sad.  

 

3. How do I Craft this Again by The Yogscast 

This is a story of a man who had just came back to playing 

Minecraft. He did not how to create an anvil and he went on a 

crazy rampage looking for how to design an anvil. He later learns 

how to construct this anvil and becomes a god at Minecraft! You 

can go to anytime for new carpets and dyes. 
 

2. Village Roads by Jakub Klimczak 

This song is a tribute to John Denver, the creator of Country 

Roads. It tells the story of a man who lives in a village and goes 

down its roads. If John Denver were alive today, he would love 

this! In this tale, he talks about how much he loves the savannah, 

a biome in Minecraft. This song inspired many people to build in 

the savanna. 
 

1.Revenge by CaptainSparklez 

A man was mining for some diamonds, but then suddenly, a 

creeper comes to chase him! He is left on one heart left after the 

creeper blows up, however the man later gets his revenge on 

them. He makes a diamond sword and slays all of the creepers 

that were chasing him down. He slayed them all and was finally 

safe from the evil creepers. 
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Peter Pan-Demonium 
 

By: Kierra Sketers and Jillian Lynch 

 

On April 11th and 12th, the Emma C. 

Attales Theater Club will take the stage and 

perform the astounding play, Peter Pan Jr. 

Being led by the exceptional 5th grader, 

Brooke Douglas, who plays Peter Pan; the 

play is a sure hit. On stage, Douglas is 

accompanied by fellow actors, Reagan 

Gorman (Wendy) and Lilia Brough (Tinker 

Bell). The theatrical trio guarantees to have 

you singing the songs for a long time after 

the show. Throughout the performance, 

you will encounter experiences with Lost 

Boys, Indians, Mermaids, Fairies, Pirates, 

and many more unique characters.  

 Please come out for a night in the 

theater and support your school’s drama 

department. Admission is $3 for students 

and $5 for adults. The play starts at 6pm in 

the cafeteria. In addition, for all the 

members of the play, break a leg.  

 

 
Photo by: Mrs. Broomhead. The production is led by 

Ms. Hamberg, Mr. Adams and Mrs. Kaplan. Pictured 

is the entire cast, stage crew included. 
 

Hardest Sport?  

By Marina Hughes 

 
Do you know the hardest sport in the world? Well, I am 

going to tell you right now!  
Have you heard of base jumping? Supposedly, this is the world’s 

hardest sport. Let's find out if this is true! 
If you thought jumping off an airplane with 15,000 feet to go 

dangerous, think again. For many, this isn’t challenging enough 

apparently and hence they choose cliffs and man-made objects like 

towers. Jumping from such heights may sound safer while in reality 

they tend to be trickier due to virtually no time available to deploy 

the parachutes or deal with any problems. BASE is actually an 

acronym for the type of objects people jump off. It stands for 

Buildings, Antennas (tower), Spans (or bridges) and Earth (natural 

formations like cliffs, canyons, gorges, etc.). First developed by 

Carl Boenish in 1978 it has grown in popularity since. 

 
Odds of dying while bungee jumping: About two in one million 

chances of death. The risk of sudden death during a marathon: 0.8 

per 100,000 people. Is base jumping more dangerous than 

skydiving? Due to the lower altitudes of the jumps, base jumping is 

significantly more dangerous than skydiving from a plane. In the 

U.S., base jumping is currently regarded by many as a fringe 

extreme sport or stunt. 

 
You might also ask, what equipment would you need in order to 

going base jumping? Base jumpers use specially designed ram-air 

parachutes. These are the distinctive rectangular shaped ‘chutes. 

Sky Divers also use these canopies but, critically, base jumpers use 

specially modified sliders with theirs. 

 

 
A slider is a piece of material that sits on the lines between the 

parachute and the harness, and allows the canopy to open quickly, 

while reducing the potential damage to the entire apparatus.Base 

jumpers use specially designed ram-air parachutes. These are the 

distinctive rectangular shaped ‘chutes. Sky Divers also use these 

canopies but, critically, Base Jumpers use specially modified sliders 

with theirs. 

 
So now what are you thinking about base jumping I am thinking that 

it is the hardest sport in the world after all of that information. Do 

you think you have what it takes? 

 

https://mpora.com/skydiving-wingsuits
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Jokes and Quotes 
By Marina Hughes 

 

 

         
 

 

Jokes 
 

Q.Why shouldn’t you 

wear snow boots? 

A.Because they will melt 

 

Q.What is the best time of 

year to jump on a 

trampoline? 

A.Spring time 

 

Q.How many birthdays 

does an average person 

have? 

A.One a year 

 

Q. What goes up when 

the rain comes down? 

A. An umbrella 

 

Q. Name a bow that can’t 

be tied. 

A. A rainbow 
 

News from Your 

Student Council 
By Ella Culmone 

 

On April 5, the Student Council will be hosting a 

spring dance! Admission will be $3 and all proceeds will 

go to the 8th grade graduation, field trip, and luncheon. 

The 8th grade would really appreciate everyone coming 

out to show their support. The 7th and 8th grade Color 

Wars is still on! The grade with the most points by the 

end of the year will earn their legacy, so keep it up! 

 
Color Wars Schedule 

April 3rd - Two Different Shoe Day 

April 10th - Crazy Hair Day 

April 17th - Gender-Swap Day 
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